HITLER^ SPEAKS
an address broadcast to the people of the
united states of america, april 28, 1939
April 24.    Sir Nemle Henderson returns to Berlin.
April 26.   The Prime Minister announces the Government's intention
to introduce Conscription.
April 28.   Em Hitler^ addressing the Reichstag in Berlin, refuses
to take President Roosevelfs message of peace seriously.
He denounces the Anglo-German Naval treaty and the
Non~4sSresswn P^t with Poland.
[April 28, 1939.
I HE character and quality of Herr Hitler's speech shows a
1 certain improvement on any he has made before. This
improvement is no doubt largely due to the action of the
President of the United States in sending his memorable message
of peace and warning to the world a fortnight ago. President
Roosevelt is the object of a good many jibes and taunts from the
German Fuhrer. The President's high purpose and great station
will enable him to rise superior to these. The American democracy
is likewise subjected to ridicule. They will get over that.
Part of the service rendered to the cause of peace by the inter-
vention of the President is apparent. It may well be also that
designs we do not know of were prevented, or at least suspended,
by a message which has earned the gratitude of almost the whole
world. The more prudent attitude adopted by Japan in refusing
to join in an anti-democracy movement, which fact cannot have
been absent from Herr Hitler's mind, is of course directly attribut-
able to the movement of the United States Fleet to the Pacific
Ocean. Any improvement in Herr Hitler's declaration is also due
to the revival in Europe of a system of mutual aid against aggression,
and to the active formation of a peace bloc of nations, great and
small, whichareallarmingandready to defend each other. Finally, it
is due to the consolidation of France and to the rearmament of Britain,
Naturally we all welcome an improvement, even if only in the
words spoken by the head of so great a State. But after all we
have gone through in the last year it must be plainly said that words
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